
NOTE: Teachers need teaching resources. If they are not provided with the programme, the teacher needs to make them from
sustainable resources, e.g. recycled carton )الكرتون المعاد تدويره( and/or plastic sacking )أكياس بلاستيكية(.

Recycled language:  Hi/hello, I’m … 
Target language:  My name’s …/I’m …. What’s your name? This is …

Unit 1
Greetings and introductions

Grade

Teaching English Africa

1

Lesson objectives: introduce yourself,
introduce a partner
Skills: listening, speaking
Function: introductions: introduce
yourself, introduce others

Description
This activity provides lots of
opportunities for Ps to practise their
greetings and introductions in English
with all their classmates.

Materials: word cards: What’s / your / name / ? /; This / is / /./

practise greeting and introducing their classmates in English
work in pairs
experience listening to and using different emotions in their voice. 
participate in a drill circle

Benefits:
During this activity Ps will:



Timings Stages Interactions

10 mins 1. Use gestures for Ps to stand up. Say, Hi, class.
2. Encourage Ps to stand up and say, Hello, teacher.
Warmer:
3. Gesture to a P in the class. 
4. Say, Hi. I’m … [+ your name]. Use body language to show you want them to
answer. 

5. Praise any Ps who are keen to answer.
6. Repeat Step 4 with another P.
7. Drill the whole class. Say, Listen and say. Hi!

8. Drill the whole class. Say, Listen and say. [use gestures – touch ear and mouth]
I’m [+your name].

9. Drill the whole class. Say, Listen and say. Hi! I’m … PAUSE 

10. Divide the class in half. Say, Listen and say. [use gestures – touch ear and
mouth] Hi, I’m … PAUSE. 
11. Listen carefully to make sure the Ps are repeating and saying their names.
12. Repeat with the other half of the class.
13. Walk to the back of the class and repeat with a P sitting at the back. Repeat
with a P in the middle of the class.
14. Put the class in pairs.

15. Encourage the Ps to take turns to greet and say their name.
16. Praise the class.



  T  – Ps

Ps – Ps

Ps – Ps

  

20 mins
Invite four Ps to the front of the class. Hand out word cards out of order [
your/ What’s / name / ?]

Main task
1.

  2. Make sure the Ps are facing the rest of the class and the Ps at the back of the
class can see the word cards.
 3. Look at the word cards. Gesture to the class to show you need help.

Ps – Ps
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Grade 1 | Unit 1 | Counting and listening to numbers

NOTE: Suggested idea: put your hand on your front as you say Hi. I’m [+ your
name]. Open your hand and gesture to the P you are looking at. If any other P
wants to answer, encourage them to put their hand up, otherwise you might
have them all calling out in excitement!

NOTE: To make sure that you get the right intonation, you could make this
activity more fun by asking Ps to say Hi in a happy voice, then sad voice, then
excited voice (you will have to say that part in a language they understand).

NOTE: The Ps will repeat your name. WAIT, look at them and look confused. Say,
[YOUR teacher name], gesture to the Ps. This will help the Ps to understand
they need to say THEIR name.

NOTE: WAIT and see which Ps say their name. PRAISE the Ps. Go over to the
Ps and say Hi, I’m … and gesture to the P to repeat with their name.

NOTE: The easiest way to do this is gesture that all the Ps on the left-hand side
of the shared desks/benches start first.

NOTE: Teachers might be tempted to use Arabic, but if they do, Ps will start to
rely on the teacher translating. Using body language is very useful to make
meaning.
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 4. Point to the cards one at a time and say, Listen and say. Use gestures – touch
your ear and mouth.
 5. Read out the cards in the wrong order. Look confused.

 6. Point to the ‘What’s’ word card. Point to capital ‘W’. Use your hands to show
the size of the letter. Point to other letters and use your hands to show they are
small.
 7. Reorder the question by putting the P holding the ‘What’s’ word card on the
left side. 
 8. Use your hand to show that you are going to read from left to right.
 9. Point to the question mark. Use body language to show you aren’t sure.
Move the P with the ‘?’ to be next to the ‘What’s’ word card.

 10. Praise any Ps who make suggestions about the position of the ‘?’. Invite
them to come to the front and reorder the Ps with the word cards.
 11. Say, Listen and say. Point to each word card in turn and get the Ps to repeat.

 

 
 12. When the word order is correct. Praise the Ps. Thank the Ps with the word
cards and move the word cards to the board or wall (make sure they are high
enough for the Ps at the back of the class to see).
 13. Say, Listen, read and say. Point to each word card in turn and encourage the
Ps to repeat after you.

 14. Drill the whole class. Say, Listen and say. I’m … [+ your name]. What’s your
name?
 15. Put the class into pairs. Get Ps on the left side to start.
 16. Gesture to Ps on the right side. Look confused if they answer with their
name and ask their partner for their name.

 17. Invite two Ps to stand up. Gesture that one introduces themself and asks
the question. The other P just answers with their name.

 18. Repeat Step 14 with Ps on the right side starting. Ps on the left should only
say ‘I’m … [+ THEIR name]’.

 19. Invite four Ps to the front of the class. Set up a circle drill. Number the Ps 1
to 4. 
 20. No. 1 starts [facing no. 2), ‘I’m … What’s your name?’
 21. No. 2 says, ‘I’m … [+ name]’. 
 22. No. 2 [facing no. 3] then introduces no. 1 to no. 3, using ‘This is …’ and
asking, ‘What’s your name?’
 23. No. 3 [facing no. 4] says their name and introduces nos. 1 and 2 to no. 4. 
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Ps – Ps
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NOTE: Grade 1 Ps would not be expected to be able to read this in native-English
classes, but they can start to recognise features of text like a capital letter and a
punctuation mark. Focus on these aspects and NOT on decoding text.

NOTE: If Ps have access to a coursebook, ask them to open their coursebook
to page 4. Encourage them to notice the position of the word with the capital
letter and the punctuation mark ‘?’. DO NOT translate. The Ps need to notice
these features themselves.

NOTE: The word cards might still not be quite right. They would be in the order
of ‘What’s / name / your / ? ’. If this is the case, look confused. Encourage the Ps
to look at their coursebook to check the word order. If they don’t have access
to a coursebook, they will know that this is not correct by your confusion.

NOTE: The focus is on Ps noticing the capital letter and ‘?’. Very few, if any,
would be able to read. Also emphasise reading from left to right. Point to each
word in turn.

NOTE: Help Ps to notice that once someone has introduced themselves and
given you their name, you don’t need to ask them what their name is. Ps need to
work this out themselves. DO NOT tell them. You cannot do the learning for
your Ps. It is their understanding that you are developing.

NOTE: You might need to repeat this a few times to get the stress and intonation
right, as well as the introduction and question order.
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 23. Put the class into groups of four. Number each P in the group from 1 to 4. 
 24. Ask all the nos. 1 to put their hands up.
 25. Repeat with nos. 2, 3, 4.
 26. Get no. 1 to start the circle drill. Say, Listen and say. I’m … What’s your name?
[face no. 2]
 27. Say, No. 2, hands up. Listen and say. I’m … [face no. 1] 
 28. Say, No. 2, listen and say [face no. 3] This is … What’s your name?
 29. Say, No. 3, hands up. Listen and say. [face no. 2] I’m …
 30. Say, No. 3, listen and say [face no. 4] This is … [no. 1]. This is … [no. 2] What’s
your name?
 31. Say, No. 4, hands up. Listen and say. [face no. 3] I’m … 

Ps – Ps

Ps – Ps

  

10 mins 1.    If there is enough room, you can get two groups at a time to stand up and
go and introduce themselves to each other. This could be as simple as ‘I’m …
What’s your name?’, or in groups of three so that they can introduce a friend.
2.    Repeat Step 1 with another two groups of four.
3.    Repeat Step 1 with another two groups of four.
4.    Say, Bye, class.
5.    Encourage class to say, Bye.

Ps – Ps
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NOTE: Look at CIRCLE DRILL below. If this is too difficult, try it with three Ps and
then add more to the circle. The Ps will think this is very funny because they
have to remember the names of the other Ps. Finding something funny and
seeing the HUMOUR is really important in language learning, so encourage it!
Look at the CIRCLE DRILL drawing BELOW.

NOTE: Do not be put off by a circle drill. It takes pupil training to get it right, but
it increases the amount of English communication a P does in the classroom, so
it is an investment of time.

NOTE: You may be worried about noise in the classroom if the Ps are moving
around. If you set clear rules at the beginning of the school year and at the
beginning of each English class, the Ps will learn when they have to stop
because they are making too much noise.

Introduce yourself, using I’m … Say, What’s your name? (skill assessed: listening and
speaking)
Listen to a group of four Ps do a circle drill, introducing themselves and others. (skill
assessed: listening and speaking)

Assessment: Select areas of the class to assess at one time. This is part of continual,
formative assessment. Take note of Ps who may be struggling to remember short
chunks of language. At this age, Ps are still developing language and may be going
through a ‘silent period’, and they are learning to use both Arabic and English in parallel.

Practical, authentic, whole-class assessment: 
1.

2.
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Circle drill

No. 1: I’m Maya.
What’s your name? 

No. 2: I’m
 Mohammed.

No. 2: I’m Mohammed.
This is Maya.

What’s your name?

No. 4: I’m
 Ahmed.

No. 3: I’m Dalia.
This is Maya.

This is Mohammed.
What’s your name?

https://africa.teachingenglish.org.uk/


