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Objectives

• Have an idea what a curriculum is and identify the 

different types

• Be introduced to the Senegalese Education System

• Discover the English Curriculum of Senegal: 

structure and content, positive aspects and points to 

improve

• Discuss the features of a good curriculum

Through this presentation, participants will:
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1- S-L-B-A-Y-L-U-S

2- M-T-A-A-I-E-R-L-S

3- C-I-O-M-T-I-U-M-N-A-V-C-E

4- C-E-H-E-A-N-L-G-L-S

5- C-R-M-C-U-I-L-U-R-M

SYLLABUS

MATERIALS

COMMUNICATIVE

CHALLENGES

CURRICULUM

Let’s brainstorm!
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What is curriculum?

The term curriculum refers to the lessons and academic content taught in a 

school or in a specific course or program. In dictionaries, curriculum is often 

defined as the courses offered by a school, but it is rarely used in such a general 

sense in schools. Depending on how broadly educators define or employ the 

term, curriculum typically refers to the knowledge and skills students are expected 

to learn, which includes the learning standards or learning objectives they are 

expected to meet; the units and lessons that teachers teach; the assignments and 

projects given to students; the books, materials, videos, presentations, and 

readings used in a course; and the tests, assessments, and other methods used 

to evaluate student learning.

https://www.edglossary.org/curriculum/#:~:text=The%20term%20curriculum%20refers%20to,a%20general%20sense%20in%20schools

https://www.edglossary.org/learning-standards/
https://www.edglossary.org/learning-objectives/
https://www.edglossary.org/assessment/
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Experts on curriculum 1

• Kerr defines curriculum as "[a]ll the learning which is planned and guided by the 

school, whether it is carried on in groups or individually, inside or outside of school.“ 

(Kelly, A. V. (2009). The curriculum: Theory and practice (pp. 1–55). Newbury Park, 

CA: Sage.)

• Braslavsky states that curriculum is an agreement among communities, educational 

professionals, and the State on what learners should take on during specific periods 

of their lives. Furthermore, the curriculum defines "why, what, when, where, how, and 

with whom to learn." (Braslavsky, C. (2003). The curriculum.) 

• John Dewey defines curriculum as a continuous reconstruction, moving from the 

learner’s present experience out into that represented by the organized bodies of 

truth that we call studies… the various studies… are themselves experience—they 

are that of the race.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Curriculum

https://www.igiglobal.com/dictionary/curriculum/6468#:~:text=John%20Dewey%20defines%20curriculum%20as,are%20that%20of%20the%20race.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Curriculum
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Experts on curriculum 2: types

Experts like John Dewey (Dewey, John (1902). The child and the curriculum.) and Kelly 

(Kelly, A.V. (2009). The Curriculum: theory and practice (6th ed.). ISBN 9781847872746)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Curriculum

• Explicit curriculum: subjects that will be taught, the identified "mission" of the school, 

and the knowledge and skills that the school expects successful students to acquire.

• Implicit curriculum: lessons that arise from the culture of the school and the 

behaviors, attitudes, and expectations that characterize that culture, the unintended 

curriculum.

• Hidden curriculum: things which students learn, 'because of the way in which the 

work of the school is planned and organized but which are not in themselves overtly 

included in the planning or even in the consciousness of those responsible for the 

school arrangements (Kelly, 2009).

• Excluded curriculum: topics or perspectives that are specifically excluded from the 

curriculum. (extracurricular activities) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Dewey
http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/29259
https://books.google.com/books?id=qILGb7xcXFIC&pg=PA13
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/9781847872746
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English in the Senegal education system

English is taught as a Foreign Language (EFL)

English is compulsory from First Form to Upper Sixth

Weekly Schedules:  3 hours LV1/ (Possibility to add 2 hours for beginners)

3 hours LV2

National Exams (Forth Form and Upper Sixth)

Oral Exams during National Exams ( 4th from, Upper Sixth)

Streams from 2nd cycle (S and L)

Choice of English as LV1 or LV2 (from Lower Sixth)

Projet de decret fixant les credits horaires et les coefficients dans l’enseignement moyen general
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Actors in charge of the curriculum 

MEN: carries out all the 
executive and directive 

actions, controls and 
planning related to 

education in the 
country.

FASTEF: Pre-service 
Teacher Training

CRFPE: In-service 
Teacher Training

CNA: English National 
Commission

IGEF: reforms, trainings 
and monitoring 
assessment and 

learning

IA: supervise learning in 
Senior High Schools 

IEF: Supervise learning 
in Junior High Schools
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Contextualising

Course books and methods used before the creation of the curriculum in the early 90s

• Made by Nigerian Linguists

• With Nigerian characters, stories, names 

CLAD 
METHOD

• Made by Senegalese Linguists

• Undertake research to improve the teaching of 
French and English in Senegal

• Memorization, repetition, drills, mimicry, grammar 
translation, Audio-lingual 

EFSA

http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/18334105.2014.11082
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Presentation of the curriculum: stage1 and stage 2

OBJECTIVES:

1. Contribuer d'une manière générale, à enraciner le citoyen sénégalais dans ses valeurs 

culturelles propres, et, en même temps, le préparer à s'ouvrir avec profit à d'autres cultures et à 

tirer parti des acquis de la science, de la technologie et de la recherche, conformément aux 

recommandations des Etats Généraux de l'Education et de la Formation

2. Aider à développer chez les élèves, des qualités intellectuelles et morales telles que la 

créativité, l'esprit de coopération, la persévérance et le respect mutuel, pour contribuer ainsi à la 

formation et à l'enrichissement de leur personnalité et à leur épanouissement socioprofessionnel;

3. Répondre aux besoins et aux aspirations de l'individu ainsi qu'aux buts poursuivis par la société 

et la politique éducative du pays;

4. Aider les jeunes sénégalais à acquérir une certaine maîtrise de la langue anglaise qui leur 

permettra de faire face éventuellement aux exigences de la vie moderne;

5. Développer au plus haut niveau possible les aptitudes de l'élève en matière de compréhension 

orale et écrite d'une part et d'expression orale et écrite d'autre part;

6. Faire acquérir à l'élève un niveau qui lui permet de communiquer dans la langue étrangère et 

de satisfaire les exigences et normes des examens et concours nationaux et internationaux ;

.
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Syllabus of Third Form and Forth Form Students as an example

12

TOPICS SKILLS FUNCTIONS/

NOTIONS

GRAMMAR PHONOLOGY
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Curriculum presentation

Syllabus of Upper Sixth Form Students as an example

15

TOPICS SKILLS FUNCTIONS/

NOTIONS

GRAMMAR PHONOLOGY
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Positive aspects

19

Promotes the 4 
skills: listening, 
reading, writing, 
speaking

Very rich with 
diversified 
contents: 
Quantity 
education 

Promotes 
extracurricular 
activities mainly 
English Clubs

Proposes sample 
tests

Proposes sample 
lesson plans

Gives guidelines 
for the 
elaboration of 
tests and exams 
in 4th form and 
upper sixth
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Positive aspects

20

Suggests reading 
comprehension 
activities

Suggests 
linguistic and 
communicative 
activities

Open to Topics 
which are not 
mentioned in it

Focuses on all the 
features of 
pronunciation 
which is essential 
in a language 
acquisition 

Focuses on 
Notions and 
Functions of the 
English Language
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Aspects to improve

Encyclopedic curriculum: too much content to cover such as grammar, phonology 

Include Life Skills: Gender Solidarity / Leadership Skills

Personal Development: ethic et deontology 

Mention the 21st century skills: Entrepreneurship, Digital literacy, Interpersonal skills, Critical and Creative 

Thinking, Media literacy, collaboration

Growth mindset

Emphasize Current Environmental Issues: techniques to save the planet

Community Service/ Active citizenship

Project-based learning

Social Emotional learning

Specify Period of time to cover contents
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Aspects to improve

Encyclopedic 

curriculum: too 

much content to 

cover such as 

grammar, 

phonology 

Include Life 

Skills: 

Gender 

Solidarity / 

Leadership 

Skills

Personal 

Development

: ethic et 

deontology 

Mention the 21st

century skills: 

Entrepreneurship, 

Digital literacy, 

Interpersonal 

skills, Critical and 

Creative Thinking, 

Media literacy, 

collaboration

Growth 

mindset

Community 

Service/ 

Active 

citizenship

Project-

based 

learning

Social 

Emotional 

learning

Emphasize 

Current 

Environment

al Issues: 

techniques to 

save the 

planet

Specify 

Period of 

time to cover 

contents
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Other opinions

Wathie Ibrahima, Teacher of English in 

Kaffrine

• ‘The curriculum should be evaluated after a 

long period and shaped so as to meet the 

challenges of times and make education 

more responsive to the people it serve. 

• Include guidance and counseling programs 

(many students can't tell you what they 

want to become after their studies)

• Include school and community projects (an 

occasion to practice what they learn)

• Promote community services and 

volunteerism (e.g. cleaning or keeping the 

city clean and beautiful)’

Sadio Souleymane, History and 

Geography teacher in Gossas

‘Le programme d'histoire doit davantage être 

recentré sur la connaissance des 

événements qui ont marqué le passé de ce 

pays et des grandes figures qui ont été 

acteurs de ce passé ainsi que les valeurs 

qu'ils ont prôner. En vérité, l'apprentissage 

détaillée par exemple de résistants comme 

Cheikhou Ahmadou Ba, Aline Sitoé ou encore 

cheikh Ahmadou Bamba serait un bon 

prétexte pour bâtir un citoyen patriote, 

conscient de son rôle incontournable pour 

mener le pays de l'avant tout restant ancré 

dans les valeurs locales.’
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Other opinions

Mboup Bamba, Teacher of French in 

Kaffrine

‘Partant de la vision prophétique de rendez 

vous du donner et du recevoir, il urge de revoir 

le programme de littérature dans les collèges 

et lycées. Le premier constat est qu'il y a trop 

d'écrivains, d'ouvrages de la littérature 

française ( ouverture) ainsi il faut intégrer à 

présent des ouvrages très riches a tout point 

de vue et qui prennent en charge l'éducation et 

la formation de l'homme : les œuvres de 

Serigne Touba ,de Serigne Moussa 

ka ,de Baye Niass’

Diedhiou Moustapha, Physics teacher in 

Kaffrine

‘Les sciences physiques doivent plus 

s'orienter vers une pratique expérimentale 

impliquant d'avantage l'élève et liée à son 

environnement immédiat. Cela permettrait à 

nos apprenants de plus s'intéresser à la 

science et s'ouvrir très rapidement au monde 

technologique. Néanmoins cela ne pourrait 

se faire sans une bonne réforme du 

programme scolaire.’
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Measures from the government  

25

The Ministry of 
Education has 

recently initiated 
the reform of the 

different curricular 
(French, History 
and Geography, 
English, Maths, 

Physics, 
Chemistry…). 

A work plan has 
already been 

defined and events 
have already been 

scheduled. 

The stake holders 
are (MEN, IGEF, 
FASTEF, CRFPE, 

UGB, CAN

The state considers 
this project 

seriously even 
budgets have been 

defined. 

The first meeting 
will be in early 

March.
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What makes a good curriculum?

26
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