
Female Activitism - reading texts

Extract from ‘10 FEMALE ACTIVISTS WHO LEAD THE WAY’ - an article by LR360

Malala Yousafzai In 2012 Malala Yousafzai became one of the most famous schoolgirls in
the world when she was shot by the Taliban in an attempted assassination.
She was just 15 years old. Her crime was speaking out publicly on behalf
of girls and their right to an education. In 2008, the Taliban takeover of
Malala’s village in Pakistan had severely restricted women’s freedom and
girls were forbidden from going to school. For her incredible act of
bravery, Malala became the youngest person to receive a Nobel Peace
Prize and is today one of the world’s most recognisable advocates for
education.

Emmeline
Pankhurst

In the early twentieth-century, a group of British women launched a
campaign to get women the right to vote. They called themselves the
Suffragettes and their leader was Emmeline Pankhurst. Emmeline believed
in ‘deeds not words’ and her militant tactics meant that she was no
stranger to a prison cell. However even imprisoned, Pankhurst found ways
to rebel and inspired fellow inmates to join her in hunger strike. Her
campaign finally succeeded in 1928 (when all British women over the age
of 21 were finally granted the vote). The victory however was bitter-sweet
as Pankhurst herself had died just 2 weeks before.

Rosa Parks In 1955, Rosa Parks became a powerful symbol for the American Civil
Rights Movement when she refused to give up her seat on the bus to a
white passenger. Her refusal flouted the strict Alabama segregation laws
and signalled to the authorities that Parks was taking a stand – or seat -
against institutionalised racism. Her arrest for civil disobedience sparked
a massive protest of the bus system and Parks emerged as one of the
movements most important political activists. She remained a staunch
campaigner for racial equality until her death in 2005.
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1.Read the texts quickly and choose the best title:

           A: Women celebrating their victory
           B: Female Activists
           C: Women demanding their personal rights

2. Read the text again and complete the table

3. Read the text one more time and choose the right answer:

1. Malala Yousafzai was shot because:
a)She wanted all girls to stop going to school
b)She did not want to be married
c)She spoke on behalf of girls

2. Emmeline Pankhurst believed in:
d)Women’s ability to vote
e)Fighting against gender inequalities until her death
f)“Deeds not words”

3. Rosa Parks was from:
g)Kenya
h)America
i)England

4. Read the texts again and answer the following questions:

1.What do the three women in the text have in common ?
2.Did they fight for the same right in their different societies ?
3.Did Pankhurst celebrate her victory ?

Activist  Advocating for  Challenges  

 Rosa Parks

Emmeline Pankhurst
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