
Girls and STEM

About this activity
‘Girls and STEM’ is an activity that focuses on that help learners boost their reading, listening and
speaking skills while learning about women in STEM.

Stage 1:
Preparation

Print off and cut up copies of the four texts about different women in
STEM. Get images of the four women for the warm up

Stage 2: Warm-up Show four images of famous female scientists and four names and ask
learners to match the pictures with the names. 
Ask: what do you know about them? What are their jobs?

Stage 3: Pre-
reading

Ask learners to think of as many jobs as they can and write them on the
board. Then ask them to categorise the jobs into female or male careers.
When they finish, ask learners if there actually are female or male jobs.

Stage 4: Reading Tell learners that they are going to learn about some women who do
different jobs. Divide the learners into 4 different teams and give a text to
each team. 

1. Dr Christine Watson, Cambridge Cancer Centre, University of Cambridge
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2. Dr Kate Jones, senior research fellow, Zoological Society of London

3. Dr Sue Black, senior research associate, Software Systems Engineering Group, University
College London

4. Dr Tamsin Mather, Department of Earth Sciences, University of Oxford

The learners read the text and take key notes. When they have finished,
take the texts back and tell the learners to exchange their notes and
check their answers with peers. Finally, ask them to share their notes with
learners from the other teams so they can learn about all four women.
Perform whole class feedback.

* https://www.theguardian.com/careers/women-science-careers
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Stage 6: Follow-
Up

Extension: Give learners homework in which they work in teams and
research African female scientists. Ask them to prepare a presentation on
how those people can influence girls positively.

Author: Mame Couna Diaw 
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