
NOTE: Teachers need teaching resources. If they are not provided with the programme, the teacher needs to make them from
sustainable resources, e.g. recycled carton )الكرتون المعاد تدويره( and/or plastic sacking )أكياس بلاستيكية(.

Unit 2
Counting from one to ten

Grade

Teaching English Africa

1

Skill focus: speaking
Lesson objectives: saying a chant; stress
and intonation when chanting;
conceptualising numbers

Description:
This interactive lesson provides
plenty of opportunities for Ps to
practise counting in English from 1-10.
They will also be able to act like a
crocodile!

Recycled language
Numbers 1 to 10 (saying them forwards
and back from 10 to 1)

Materials: word cards: What’s / your / name / ? /; This / is / /./

conceptualise numbers
chant numbers 1 to 10
chant numbers 10 to 1
will work in pairs
mime. 

Benefits:
During this lesson Ps will:



Timings Stages Interactions

10 mins 1. Use gestures for Ps to stand up. Say, Hi, class.
2. Encourage Ps to stand up and say, Hello, teacher.
Pre task
3. Say, Let’s play a game. I show, you show, you say. Model what you want the Ps
to do with an example.
4. Show ten fingers. Gesture that you want the Ps to call out the number. You
could show one finger at a time and encourage the Ps to count as you show
your finger.
5. Show three fingers.
6. Praise any Ps who calls out the number three and encourage the Ps to show
three fingers.
7. Repeat Steps 5–6, showing different numbers between 1 and 10.



  T  – Ps

20 mins Main task
1. Stand sideways to the class. Put both your arms together; open and close
them like a crocodile.
2. Display the carton crocodile flashcard.
3. Say, Crocodile. Gesture that you want the Ps to repeat.
4. Clap your hands three times as you say the three syllables in the word ‘cro-co-
dile’.
5. Get the Ps to say the word ‘crocodile’ and clap the syllables.
6. Get the Ps to do the open and closing of the crocodile mouth and say ‘cro-co-
dile’ as they open and close their arms.
7. Divide the class in half. Wriggle your fingers in the air. Stand in front of the
left-hand side half.
8. Say, Let’s chant. Model what you want the Ps to do with an example. 
9. Show one finger and say, One little … PAUSE; gesture to the Ps to repeat and
use their finger.
10. Show two fingers and say, Two little … PAUSE; gesture to the Ps to repeat and
use their fingers.
11. Show three fingers and say, Three little … PAUSE; gesture to the Ps to repeat
and use their fingers.
12. Turn to the right-hand side of class. Open and close your arms. Put your
hand to your ear to gesture they say the word ‘crocodile’ and do the open and
close action.
13. Turn to the left-hand side of class. 
14. Show four fingers and say, Four little … PAUSE; gesture to the Ps to repeat
and use their fingers.
15. Show five fingers and say, Five little … PAUSE; gesture to the Ps to repeat and
use their fingers.
16. Show six fingers and say, Six little … PAUSE; gesture to the Ps to repeat and
use their fingers.
17. Turn to the right-hand side of class. Open and close your arms. Put your
hand to your ear to gesture they say the word ‘crocodile’ and do the open and
close action.
18. Show seven fingers and say, Seven little … PAUSE; gesture to the Ps to repeat
and use their fingers.
19. Show eight fingers and say, Eight little … PAUSE; gesture to the Ps to repeat
and use their fingers.
20. Show nine fingers and say, Nine little … PAUSE; gesture to the Ps to repeat
and use their fingers.
21. Show ten fingers and say Ten little … PAUSE; gesture to the Ps to repeat and
use their fingers.
22. Turn to the right-hand side of class. Open and close your arms. Put your
hand to your ear to gesture they say the word ‘crocodile’ and do the open and
close action.
23. Keep looking at the right-hand side and say, Crocodiles in the NILE! Gesture
the Ps repeat.

T – Ps

Ps – Ps
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NOTE: Exaggerate the /s/ sound on the word ‘crocodiles’.
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24. Ask the Ps in their first language, What’s the Nile? Where’s the Nile? Praise any
P who says it is a river and points to where the river is.
25. Turn to the left-hand side of class. Show ten fingers. Gesture ‘again’.
26. Say, Ten little … PAUSE; gesture to the Ps to repeat and use their fingers.
27. Show nine fingers. Gesture to Ps to say, ‘Nine little’.
28. Repeat step 23 with 8 little.
29. Turn to right-hand side of class, do the open and close action and gesture
for the to say the word ‘crocodile’ point at the carton flashcard.
30. Repeat step 27 with seven, six, five little.
31. Repeat step 29 with right-hand side of the class.
32. Repeat step 27 with four, three, two.
33. Repeat step 29 with right-hand side of class.
34. Repeat step 27 with one little.
35. Repeat step 29 with the right-hand side of class and get them to say,
Crocodile in the NILE!
36. Repeat the chant from one to ten, with the right-hand side of the class
starting and the left-hand side doing the actions.




10 mins Post task
1.Divide the class into pairs. The Ps on the left side start the chant using their
fingers; the Ps on the right side do the crocodile actions.
2.Repeat with the right-side pair starting the chant and left side doing the
crocodile action.
3.Say, Bye, class.
4.Encourage class to say, Bye.

P - P
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NOTE: The Ps won’t be able to chant on their own yet, so support both sidest, so
support both sides.

P chanting, matching use of fingers with number words.

Assessment: Select areas of the class to assess at one time. This is part of continual,
formative assessment. Take note of Ps who may be struggling to remember short
chunks of language. At this age, Ps are still developing language and may be going
through a ‘silent period’, and they are learning to use both Arabic and English in parallel.

Practical, authentic, whole-class assessment: 
1.


