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Unit 3
What time is it?

Grade

Teaching English Africa

3

ask about time
say what time it is (whole hours).

Lesson objectives: to allow Ps to practise
telling time.
Ps will be able to: 

Skills: listening, speaking, writing
Function: telling time

Recycled language:
Grade 1 Numbers 1 - 12
Grade 2 What time is it?
It’s ______ o’clock.

Materials: 
Bring in a clock or alternatively make a craft clock. Make sure it’s big enough for everyone
to see. (see examples below, digital is easier to understand than analogue)
Sentence card : What time is it?
Sentence card: It’s _____ o’clock. / It’s ….. 

https://africa.teachingenglish.org.uk/

NOTE: authentic, real life language does not need an answer using o’clock at the
end. This just adds to the complexity of the response.

NOTE: Teachers need teaching resources. If they are not provided with the programme, the teacher needs to make them from
sustainable resources, e.g. recycled carton )الكرتون المعاد تدويره( and/or plastic sacking )أكياس بلاستيكية(.

Rationale:
This lesson is deigned to introduce Ps to telling the time. It starts with the revision of
numbers and moves on to a game-like activity which involves Ps standing and showing
the hours with their arms. 



Grade 3 | Unit 3 | What time is it?

https://africa.teachingenglish.org.uk/

Timings Stages Interactions

10 mins Say, good morning/afternoon children.
Encourage Ps to say Good morning/afternoon teacher.
Hold up the clock. Say What is this? to elicit the word clock. 
Get Ps to repeat the word clock chorally.
Point to number 1 and elicit the number.
Point to each number 1-12 in order to elicit and revise the numbers.
Set a time (e.g. 4 o’clock). Display both sentence cards on the board. Make
sure they are visible to everyone.
Ask the class What time is it? Elicit or teach It’s 4 o’clock. 
Move the hand to another time and ask again What time is it?
Go through the hours eliciting the times from the class until they sound
confident.
Set a time again (e.g. 4 o’clock) and gesture to Ps to ask you the question. 
Ps say ‘What time is it?’
You answer It’s 4 o’clock.
Divide the class 50:50. Move the hand to another hour or change the digital
numbers. Get one side to ask the questions and the other one to answer.
Move the hand or digital settings to another hour. Get Ps to switch roles
asking and answering the question.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

8.
9.

10.

11.
12.
13.
14.

15.

Drill with two sides of the class setting hours in random order.

T – Ps
PS – T

PS - T

T – Ps
PS – T

20 mins 1.Say Everyone please stand up.
2.Say Point your hands at 1 o’clock and demonstrate how to do this. Hold one
arm straight up at 12 and the other one at 1. 

3.Say Point your hands at 2 o’clock. 
4.Continue all the way round to 12 o’clock.
5.Bring one P to the front to demonstrate the activity with you.
6.Point your hands at 6 o’clock. While holding the sentence card [What time is
it?] in the arm which his pointing at 12 say What time is it? Gesture to the pupil to
answer. P says ‘It’s 6 o’clock’.
7.Put Ps in pairs and get them to do the same. One P shows time with arms or
fingers and asks the question ‘What time is it?. The other one replies ‘It’s ____
o’clock. Then they switch. 
8.Allow 3 – 4 minutes for Ps to do the activity, taking turns to ask and answer.
Monitor and help.
9.Say Three two one stop. Make sure everyone has stopped.
10.Say Thank you. 

T – Ps

P - P

10 mins Say Open your notebooks. I say the time, you write the number down.
Do a few examples. Ps write the numbers in their notebooks.
put Ps in pairs. Get Ps to dictate numbers to each other.
Monitor and provide support.
Praise all Ps. Say, well done class. You worked really well today. 
Ps say. Thank you teacher.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

T – Ps

Ps - Ps

NOTE: for a digital version get the Ps to use their fingers for the numbers. When
they get to 11 and 12, they need to work with a partner.
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Teacher’s notes [add notes here about the lesson you have just given]:
What went well

What needs to be practised more

monitor the Ps who have difficulties conceptualising time using an analogue clock, use
a digital clock and see if it improves
monitor the Ps who have difficulties writing numbers

Assessment: select areas of the class to assess at one time. Monitor, support and assess
when the Ps are practising an activity. This is part of continual, formative assessment.

1.

2.


