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Housekeeping

1.Please be respectful at all times to other participants and the presenter. Our
webinars are freely available to attend by participants in all countries. Please be
aware that comments you make in the general chat may have a negative impact
on other participants and their enjoyment of the webinar.

2. Do not share any personal information in the general chat that may result in
other participants contacting you. This includes addresses, phone numbers and
email addresses.

3. Do not share links to your website or any websites that you are promoting for
the purposes of making money. Comments that include links to paid-for websites
for the purpose of promotion will be deleted and you may be removed from the
webinar.

4. Please use the chat box to ask the presenter questions that are related to
the theme or topic of the webinar only.
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Housekeeping

5. Keep your microphone muted unless you are invited to speak. This helps avoid
background noise and ensures everyone can hear the presenter(s) clearly.

6. If you turn your camera on, please make sure you are appropriately dressed
and in a suitable environment, as all participants will be able to see you.

/. The British Council is committed to providing a safe environment for
everyone we work with so that they are able to participate to their fullest.

If you have any comments, complaints or concerns related to safety, please
contact our focal point for this event/training session Michelle Thiongane at
michelle.thiongane@britishcouncil.org

Alternatively, you can report any concerns, issues or complaints that you have
by email, letter or telephone. Please write to Englishconnects@britishcouncil.org

These will be dealt with in the strictest confidence in line with our safeguarding
policies for children and adults.

I
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Pre-webinar polls

1/ Which type of assessment 2/ Which type of assessment is like
carries significant grade weight? a medical checkup that helps
prevent illness?

A Formative Assessment 33%

B Summative Assessment 33% A Formative Assessment 83%

C Both equally 28% B Final exams 0%
D Neither 6% C Summative Assessment 17% ’

D IELTS 0% .

I
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About the speakers

Dr Kennedy Edegbe is the National President of English Language Teachers
Association of Nigeria (ELTAN) and has inspired innovations in ELTAN. He has over 25
years experience as a teacher and teacher educator. He holds the BC ACTE
Certificate and is currently a Senior Lecturer in the Department of English Studies,
Benson Idahosa University, Benin City, Nigeria.

Dr Tina Akunna Anyanjor is an English Language professional with over 20 years
teaching experience. She holds a PhD, M.A,, B.A. in English Language, and an M.A. in
Humanitarian and Refugee Studies. Tina is Chief Lecturer at a Nigerian Polytechnic,
where she has headed departments and faculties. She currently serves as National
Vice President of ELTAN, actively participates in British Council strategic initiatives
across Africa, and has presented at many conferences.

Salome lkokoyo is a Nigerian educator and trainer with 21 years of experience. As
the ELTAN Treasurer and a passionate advocate, she shares strategies for stress-free
teaching and integrating low-cost ICT tools.

www.britishcouncil.org 5



Objectives

- To define and differentiate Formative
Assessment (FA)

- To demonstrate the importance of FA

- To identify and apply FA tools and
techniques

- To integrate FA into lesson planning

- To address the challenges to FA
implementation
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Questions to start:

What is Formative Assessment?

And why is it important?

Why do we need to integrate it into lesson planning?

Assessment FOR learning, or
assessment OF learning?

How Is Formative Assessment similar
to cooking jollof rice?
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Why is FA important?

Checks if students
understand

Especially with large class
sizes and diverse student
abilities (Nigeria)

Students can learn from
mistakes

Builds student confidence
and encourages risk-taking

Effective formative
assessment can significantly
raise student achievement

www.britishcouncil.org

Why integrate into
lesson planning?

« Ensures it’s integral part of lesson
- Coherent lesson

* Focusses on learning outcomes

- Answers critical questions:

a) Where are my students going?

b) Where are they now?

c) How can | help them get there?




Which of these Digital Assessment Tools can you

identify?
A

Match the following

Print Cards
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B

0/50 Participants this month @)

Please type in the chat

D

Should WhatsApp have polls?
O Yes o
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Quiz Mode

Polls in Quiz Mode have one correct answer. User
an't revoke their answers.



Which of these Digital Assessment Tools can you
identify?
A - QUIZIZZ B - MENTIMETER C - Google Form D - WhatsApp Poll

Should WhatsApp have polls?

0/50 Participants this month @) O Yes ®1
> -— d

Match the following

Os 29:

¢  Reflection onrecen.. [ORRE

98’

F — Telegram Polls

E - Plickers ‘”
Print Cards . |
& 0d & Answer options
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Match the Characteristics of Formative Assessment with
what they do

Low-stakes

Responsive

Continuous and frequent
. Actively involves
students in the
assessment process
Provides immediate or
timely support

www.britishcouncil.org

Happens throughout the lesson and across
multiple lessons, not just at the end of a topic

Feedback that students can act upon

Should not intimidate students or carry heavy
grade consequences

. Teachers must be willing to adjust teaching

based on what they discover about student
understanding

Helping them become aware of their own
learning progress and needs
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Informal Formative Assessment

Observe students as Listen to their Ask spontaneous Note body language

they work discussions questions and facial expressions
(e.g., confused faces)

Picture credits: Gemini Al
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Formal Formative Assessment

- EXit Tickets -quick questions before
leaving class

« Think-pair-share activities
* Quick quizzes checked immediately

« One-minute papers where students
summarize what they learned

- Concept maps

What are the
* Peer assessments benefits of formative
- Self-assessments assessment for
- Demonstration and performance teachers and for
students?

tasks (for practical subjects)

www.britishcouncil.org 14

Picture credits: Gemini Al



How to integrate FA into lesson plans:

Start with Clear Learning Objectives Tools:
« Mini whiteboards (or

2. Build Assessment into Each Phase - introduction (pre- paper/exercise

assessment), development (checkpoints), conclusion books)
(exit assessment) « Thumbs up/thumbs
3. Use the 10-2 principle (2 mins of FA for every 10 mins of Si%gcv;t;:mbs
lesson) . Exit tickets
4. Plan Questions in Advance - include both lower-order * Think-pair-share
and higher-order questions in lesson plan * Worksheets
 Crossword Puzzles

5. Incorporate Student Self-Assessment - confidence
ratings, traffic light cards, etc. '

6. Plan for Differentiated Responses - have plans for what it
to do based on different assessment results )

wwortsicoun - WHAt Cchallenges / problems can we have? 15



Challenges and Considerations:

U
;“:# i, a) Which learners to focus on? e) Grading Pressure
& L")  b) Time Constraints

f) Cultural
Considerations

8 ©) Limited Resources @0@ ) Teach t A
‘ - Qg2  g) Teachers no \
@@. 4 knowing how to do FA
Do S
d) Student = .
Resistance i
.M. d Which is your “
biggest challenge
www.britishcouncil.or 16
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Context: The Nigerian Teaching Reality

Barriers to implementing effective formative assessment:
- Large class sizes: 60-80+ students per class

- Limited assessment literacy: Heavy reliance on summative
assessments

- Resource constraints: Need for low-cost, practical FA
strategies

ELTAN's Response: British Council ELTA projects 2024-5
and 2025-6

ELTAN conducted targeted f2f and online FA workshops
reaching over 200 teachers across four states:

- Anambra State: 72+ teachers

- Rivers State (Omoku): 97 teachers

- Abia State: Teachers via Zoom

- Cross Rivers State (Calabar) 30+ teachers

www.britishcouncil.org 17
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Workshop Focus: Simple, Actionable FA Strategies

Rather than theory-heavy sessions, ELTAN introduced immediately implementable
techniques:

Visual Check-for-Understanding Signals

- A Thumbs up ="l understand"

- & Thumbs down ="l don't understand"

- & Thumbs sideways = "I'm struggling/not sure”
- @ Smiley face = "Clear understanding"

- ® Straight-line mouth = "Confused/need help"
- @ Frown = "Completely lost"

These non-verbal signals allow teachers to instantly assess

60+ students without disrupting lesson flow (critical for large Nigerian classes.)

www.britishcouncil.org 18



Shifting Mindsets: FA vs. SA

Teachers explored:

- How FA informs teaching during learning (not just after)

- Using daily feedback to adjust instruction immediately

- Reducing end-of-term exam pressure through continuous assessment

Impact: Early Success Indicators
Immediate Demand for Support e.g. teachers asked for more help /
coaching

Cross-State Engagement
A Rivers State career change teacher is applying FA strategies

Sustained Participation
Building a community of practice around formative assessment

I

Transformative effect: low-cost, high-impact FA strategies can transform
teaching even in challenging contexts. By focusing on: simple techniques,
practical application and follow-up support. 19



The thumbs up /
down technique
has changed how |
teach. | can see
Immediately who
needs help
without stopping
the whole lesson

Some teacher voices
from teachers in our
ELTAN workshops

www.britishcouncil.org

| never understood
the difference
between formative
and summative
assessment until
this workshop.
Now | use FA every
day

Can you

provide more
training? | want
to go deeper
with these
strategies

T

> 4

20



Sample Lesson Plan: HOW FA INFORMS INSTRUCTION

During the Lesson: DIFFERENTIATION

. : Based on FA observations:
« Traffic lights tell me if | need to re-teach or Struggling students:

proceed . Provide word banks

- Conferencing allows me to differentiate support ~ ° Use€ sentence starters
d PP  Pair with stronger students

« Peer assessment shows if students understand On-level students:
the criteria « Encourage varied sentence
structures
After the Lesson: - Challenges students to use all 5
PR - - - senses
Exit tickets show who achieved objectives Advanced students:
-1 plan next lesson based on confidence ratings » Introduce figurative language
_ ] _ - Write mystery descriptions (without
| identify students needing small group support naming object)

Key Point: FA is not about grading—it is about gathering information to help
students improve while learning is happening. 21



LESSON PLAN: Integrating Formative Assessment

Class: SS1 Subject: English Language

Duration: 40 minutes Topic: Writing a Descriptive Paragraph
Learning Objectives:

By the end of the lesson, students should be able to:

1. Use sensory details to create vivid descriptions

2. Write a well-structured descriptive paragraph

3. Assess and improve their own descriptive writing

Success Criteria:

« Uses at least 3 sensory words (sight, sound, touch, taste, smell)

- Contains 5-6 complete sentences

* Includes specific details that create clear mental images

- Has proper paragraph structure 22



LESSON FLOW

STARTER (5 minutes)
FA: Entry Ticket
Show students a picture of a pot of jollof rice.

Ask: Write 3 descriptive words about this picture without naming
it. Use your senses.

Purpose: Check prior knowledge and baseline vocabulary

Teacher action: Quickly scan responses to identify who needs
vocabulary support

PRESENTATION (8 minutes)
Image by Gemini FA: Traffic Light Check

- Review the 5 senses and their role in descriptive writing

- Share a sample descriptive paragraph

www.britishcouncil.org 23



Comprehension questions after reading the text:

FA: Ask students: Show your understanding with your thumbs:
- Thumbs up: | understand

- Thumbs sideways: I'm not sure

- Thumbs down: | need help

Purpose: Gauge understanding before moving forward

L

:c~‘

Teacher action: If many thumbs down and sideways, provide another - -
example. Note who needs support.
GUIDED PRACTICE (10 minutes)

FA: Think-Pair-Share

Image by Gemini

PEER ASSESSMENT (8 minutes) FA: Two Stars and a Wish
PLENARY (7 minutes) FA: Exit Ticket

www.britishcouncil.org 24



Teaching Tips to try before our Telegram discussion on
Friday:
1. Try out ideas from this webinar in class

2. Watch these TeachingEnglish recorded webinars:

- Making testing more creative and authentic:
https://www.youtube.com/live/djkinkiNO4c

 How can assessment be inclusive?:
« https://www.youtube.com/live/FOWGZRfUPsU .
- What is inclusive assessment: NI

https://www.youtube.com/shorts/s8c91tvaUNU

www.britishcouncil.org
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https://www.youtube.com/live/djklnkiN04c
https://www.youtube.com/live/F9WGZRfUPsU
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/s8c91tvaUNU

Thank you!
— any questions?

www.britishcouncil.org




Unlock your professional growth with the English
Connects Community of Practice

TeachingEnglish supports a vibrant
Community of Practice connecting SSA Community
teachers and teacher educators across Ty
the region through the Telegram app.
This group serves as a dynamic hub for
sharing innovative teaching practices,
exploring educational trends, and

collaborating on impactful projects. Join | i = e
us tOday: httpS://bit.Iy/4IgZMm8 ,(:\ensi)r:\plit:gcommunityforall English teachers in )
i AT

Abel Ochika

@ Gizachew Kindie

www.britishcouncil.org



N_ext webinar

Join Douglas Garba Sabo to discover
how to use digital tools to make
learning fair for everyone, bridge the
gender gap, and improve teaching.

Date
Saturday 22 November 2025

Register today:
https://africa.teachingenglish.org.uk/e
vents/utilising-digital-resources-
delivery-and-gender-inclusivity

www.britishcouncil.org

g: BRITISH TeachingEnglish

Utilising digital resources for
subject delivery and gender
inclusivity

Join Douglas Garba Sabo to discover how to use digital tools to
make learning fair for everyone, bridge the gender gap, and improve
teaching.

You need to gtttthI e check you mlldjkkml
ft registering for the confi mt email in Id ing the Zoom | d
pas: detlp tswh fII thfeedb kfmpt o 3 hours after the
webinar will receive a certifica

Click on thls link to reglster
https://bit.ly/3FM8jxq

Unable to connect via Zoom? Saturday
The webinar is also backed up via the Telegram app. 2 2 N ovem b er

To join our Regional Community of Practice on

Telegram, apply here: 2 0 2 5

https://bit.ly/41gZMm8

16.00 GMT
17:00 Lagos

18:00 Kharto!
18:00 Pretori
19:00 Addis
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