
Role play

About this activity
‘Role play’ is a drama activity on completion of reading a newspaper report.

Stage 1: Warm up Introduce the story of Ncumis Jilata by reading the newspaper article
about their journey to become Africa’s youngest neurosurgeon.

Stage 2 Discuss the text with the class. Do they have any questions? If so, address
these. Was there anything surprising about the story? What do they think
were the key events that led to Ncumis Jilata becoming a neurosurgeon?

Stage 3 Explain that the class will work in mixed gender and ability groups to act
out some of Jilata’s story. Divide the group into smaller groups of 3 or 4,
or whatever works best in your classroom. Explain they can choose a
specific moment from the life of Jilata to act out, or they can act out a
summary of the events. Allow 30 minutes for the group to prepare what
they would like to dramatise. 

Stage 4 On completion of the rehearsal time, bring the class back together. Ask
groups to perform their skit one group at a time. Encourage the other
groups watching to consider positive feedback and a next step for each
group. Take this feedback from a variety of learners after each
performance.  

Stage 5 When all groups have performed, discuss as a group which events
features throughout most/all of the performances. Why did the learners
feel like these moments were most important in Jilata’s life? 

Stage 6: Plenary Discuss whether Jilata’s achievments are any more impressive because
she identifies as female. What are the opinions of learners on this?
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Gender Responsive Notes
Ensure gender neutral language throughout; mixed gender groupings to ensure engagement
with learners of all genders; ensure answers are taken from a variety of learners; the opportunity
to analyse a text through a gender lens. 
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