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1.Please be respectful at all times to other participants and the presenter. Our webinars are 

freely available to attend by participants in all countries. Please be aware that comments you 

make in the general chat may have a negative impact on other participants and their 

enjoyment of the webinar.

2. Do not share any personal information in the general chat that may result in other 

participants contacting you. This includes addresses, phone numbers and email addresses. 

3. Do not share links to your website or any websites that you are promoting for the 

purposes of making money. Comments that include links to paid-for websites for the purpose 

of promotion will be deleted and you may be removed from the webinar.

4. Please use the chat box to ask the presenter questions that are related to 

the theme or topic of the webinar only. If participant responses to questions 

are permitted, you should only make comments that are relevant to the 

question being asked.
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5. The British Council is committed to providing a safe environment 

for everyone we work with so that they are able to participate to their 

fullest.

If you have any comments, complaints or concerns related to safety, 

please contact our focal point for this event/training session Michelle 

Thiongane at michelle.thiongane@britishcouncil.org

Alternatively, you can report any concerns, issues or complaints that 

you have by email, letter or telephone. Please write to 

Englishconnects@britishcouncil.org

These will be dealt with in the strictest confidence in line with 

our safeguarding policies for children and adults.
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I got a BA and a Master Certificate at Gaston Berger University of 

Saint Louis, Senegal.

I started teaching English in an EFL context in 1997.

I participated in:

• two-state department programs in the USA, the Access Teachers 

Workshop and the ILEP program in 2014 and 2017.

•  two workshops in Accra, Ghana in 2019 and 2020 in the 

framework of the English Connects program.

• the state department alumni conference in Accra in 2023.

• the 2024 Learning Show edition in Rennes, France

I coached many generations of students in the framework of English 

clubs.
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Objectives
• to discuss what ChatGPT is 

and its key features

• to show how ChatGPT can be 

used in English Language 

teaching

• to look at potential benefits 

for teachers in sub-Saharan 

Africa 

• to sign up to and use 

ChatGPT
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What is ChatGPT and what are its 

key features?

Have you used it to teach English?

Please answer in the chat
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• ChatGPT stands for Generative Pre-trained 

Transformer which refers to how ChatGPT processes 

requests and formulates responses

• ChatGPT is trained with reinforcement learning 

through human feedback and reward models that rank 

the best responses

• ChatGPT has the ability to understand context, 

generate responses, and engage in conversations like 

a human

• Open AI, an artificial intelligence research company, 

created ChatGPT and launched the tool in November 

2022
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• Natural Language Understanding: ChatGPT can understand and respond

to natural language input, making it adept at understanding the nuances of 

human conversation

• Continuous Learning: ChatGPT learns from vast amounts of text data, 

constantly improving its understanding and responses over time

• Customization: Users can fine-tune ChatGPT's responses by providing

specific instructions or Example

• Multi-lingual Support: While its primary language is English, ChatGPT can 

understand and generate text in multiple languages, facilitating global

communication and language learning

• Instant Response to Prompts: Answers to prompts are processed and 

provided almost instantly
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Ideas in the chat please
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• Writing prompts and feedback on writing formats

• Generate reading passages tailored to student 

• proficiency levels, needs and interests

• Grammar and vocabulary exercises.

• Tongue Twisters for pronunciation practice.

• Quizzes as follow up or assessment of a reading 

comprehension activity.

• Lesson plans on specific themes or areas of language.

• Role-playing and conversation practice on real life 

situations (Violence in the stadiums/Policeman vs Driver/ 

Teacher vs Reluctant students/ Seller vs Buyer….
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https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/news-and-events/webinars/webinars-

teachers/ai-learning-mini-event
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• Language Practice: Students can engage in conversations 

with ChatGPT to practice their English skills in a comfortable

and interactive environment

• Language Comprehension: ChatGPT can provide

explanations, examples, and clarifications to help students

understand complex language concepts

• Writing Assistance: Teachers can use ChatGPT to provide

feedback on students' writing assignments, suggest

improvements, and offer creative writing prompts

• Resource for Teachers: ChatGPT can assist teachers in lesson

planning, providing additional teaching materials, and 

answering pedagogical questions
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Benefits:

• Saves time

• Accessible anywhere

• More creativity

• Unlimited resources

Challenges:

• High cost of internet

• Lack of electricity

• Enables cheating

• Will replace

• teachers?

13What else? Any ideas?



www.britishcouncil.org

https://www.teachingenglish.org.

uk/professional-

development/podcast/teaching-

english/teachingenglish-podcast-

what-impact-artificial

Listen to this 

interesting podcast!

What do you think 

about this topic?
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• Go to to your browser: Chrome / Internet Explorer etc

• Type: openai.com/chatgpt

• Follow the instructions for the creation of an account: sign

up with a password – no need to pay anything

• You are all set now to use ChatGPT

• Write your prompt at the bottom of the screen in ‘Message 

ChatGPT’
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a) Please give me a good lesson

b) Give me a 40-minute lesson for my students in Senegal

c) Please can I have a 40-minute ELT lesson plan for my 

intermediate students on grammar and reading

d) Can I have a 40-minute ELT lesson plan for B1 students 

aged 13-16 in Senegal on the topic of present        

perfect + reading comprehension in the context of 

fishing off the coast of Senegal
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a) Please give me a text and grammar exercise for 

my class tomorrow

b) Please can I have a text of 100 words, at B2 level, 

about the American elections, together with 5 

True/False comprehension questions (with 

answers) and a follow-up exercise    practising past 

and future tenses
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• Download the app and use on your phone 

• Make your prompt as detailed as possible – the more detailed 

your prompt, the better the information you will get

• ChatGPT will remember your recent prompts – you can ask for 

‘the same text again, but at A2 level’ or ‘now write 6 multiple 

choice questions on this text’ or ‘now summarise that 

information in 100 words’

• Copy your writing into ChatGPT and ask it to correct 

• your English

• Stop your learners cheating by setting very up-to-date topics
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• Watch the panel discussion / webinar

• Listen to the podcast

• Try out ChatGPT to write lesson materials

• Try out a conversation with ChatGPT in 

an English class

Report back in our Telegram discussion on 

Friday! We want to know how it went!
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A comprehensive toolkit for 

integrating AI-based activities 

into both classroom 

instruction and continuing 

professional development. 

https://eu1.hubs.ly/H0dQmbQ0


www.britishcouncil.org


	Slide 1: Understanding ChatGPT and its application in ELT
	Slide 2: Housekeeping
	Slide 3: Housekeeping
	Slide 4: About the speaker
	Slide 5:  
	Slide 6
	Slide 7: ChatGPT:
	Slide 8: Key features:
	Slide 9: How can we use ChatGPT to help us do the following?:
	Slide 10: My own experience with ChatGPT:
	Slide 11: Find out about how other teachers around the world (Argentina, Egypt and Indonesia) use AI and ChatGPT:
	Slide 12: So many things ChatGPT can do …
	Slide 13: What are the benefits and challenges of using ChatGPT in sub-Saharan Africa?
	Slide 14: Is AI and ChatGPT going to make teachers redundant?
	Slide 15: How do we use ChatGPT?
	Slide 16: The importance of prompts – which is the best?:
	Slide 17: The importance of prompts – which is the best?:
	Slide 18: Let’s try with practice exercises and reading texts: - again, which is best?
	Slide 19: Giving prompts: Lesson plan and Reading Comprehension activities
	Slide 20: Reading Comprehension (continued)
	Slide 21: Reading Comprehension (continued)
	Slide 22: Reading Comprehension (continued)
	Slide 23: Reading Comprehension (continued)
	Slide 24: Reading Comprehension (continued)
	Slide 25: Tongue Twisters
	Slide 26: Interacting with ChatGPT: Simulating Real Life Interaction between a Driver and a Policeman.
	Slide 27: Interacting with ChatGPT: Please let's simulate a talk between a teacher and a non volunteering student. Play the role of the teacher. Start first and wait for my answers.
	Slide 28: Useful hints:
	Slide 29: Take-away tips: What can you use from this webinar next week?
	Slide 30: Title and content
	Slide 31: Thank you – any questions?

